Rita (West) Brown
December 2, 1937 - October 10, 2021

Rita (West) Brown, 83, of Hiawatha, Iowa, passed into Eternal Life on Sunday, October
10, 2021, surrounded by her loving family. The family will greet friends from 5 – 7 p.m.
Wednesday, October 13, 2021, at Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa with a Rosary to begin at 4:30 p.m. for those who would like to attend.
Funeral Mass will be held at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, October 14, 2021, at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic Church, Hiawatha. Burial will immediately follow Mass at Linwood
Cemetery, Cedar Rapids. The casket will be closed at all times.
Rita was born on December 2, 1937, in Cedar Rapids, to Catherine (Mackey) and Donald
F. West. She was baptized on December 26, 1937, at St. Ludmila Parish. On December
27, 1957, Rita West and Jerry Brown were united in marriage at St. Ludmila Parish.
Rita graduated from St. Ludmila Elementary and Wilson High School. She attended Coe
College for three years and completed her education at Mount Mercy College in 1973, as
a mother of five small children. She received a BA majoring in English Literature and
Elementary Education. Rita taught at St. Patrick’s, St. Jude and St. Ludmila (Holy Family)
for 35 years, retiring in June of 2013. She was deeply dedicated to her Catholic faith and a
special love for the students she taught.
Survivors include her husband, Jerry; children, Shelley (Steve); Rick (Heidi); Tom (Cindy)
and Julie (Matt); brother, Jim West; sister-in-law, Dorothy Parson; thirteen grandchildren;
thirteen great-grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.
Rita was preceded in death by her parents, Don and Catherine West; father- and motherin-law, Lloyd and Velda Brown; brother, Don G. West and his wife Barbara; son, Dan
Brown; grandchildren, Angela Brown and Elisa Brown; brother-in-law, Bill Parson; and
sister-in-law, Paulette West.
Rita and her husband of 63 years, Jerry, loved and enjoyed their family. Together they
attended many activities and sporting events of their family. Special times together on

vacations, holidays and gatherings brought many wonderful memories and traditions.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish or Holy
Family Catholic School System.

Events
OCT
13

Rosary

04:30PM - 05:00PM

Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service
520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, US, 52404

OCT
13

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service
520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, US, 52404

OCT
14

Funeral Mass

10:30AM

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church
1350 Lyndhurst Drive, Hiawatha, IA, US, 52233

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 12, 2021 at 05:09 PM

“

Love looking at all of the pictures and relive the memories when I lived next door on
Pawnee Drive! There were four kids at the time and what busy times for Rita and Jerry!
They were fine examples on how they cared and loved their young family. Was sad to
move from the neighborhood and leave such wonderful neighbors. Was fun to run into
them latter in life when we would see each other at sporting events at Xavier. They were
still showing how important family was to them. I am sure that wife, mother, grandma and
great grandma and friend, she will be missed by all. Love,Thoughts and prayers are with
you Jerry and all of your family.
Louie “(Mrs. McGillicuddy)”
Katherine Fishbaugher Fine - October 12, 2021 at 08:09 PM

“

My mom( Lynda Boysen/Pierson) and Rita were cousins and they have alot of sweet
memories together. My grandmother Dorothy Paulsen/West was sister to Daisy West
, Don West and Tom West. In 2004 my moms side of the family came out to Iowa
and we stayed in Rita and Jerry's home
there were 13 of us and I will always
remember how kind and generous Rita And Jerry were
Sending love , thoughts and prayers to all of the family
Lynda and Ron Boysen
Dara and family

Dara Boysen - October 14, 2021 at 03:21 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Rita's family. What a wonderful person she was always
willing to listen and offer advice. I taught with Rita at St Patrick's as I was a first time
teacher. Julie was also one of my students. My thoughts and prayers are with you all
as I hold fond memories of Rita from our teaching days. LoiDana(Hansen)Miller

LoiDana Miller - October 14, 2021 at 02:40 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Rita (West) Brown.

October 14, 2021 at 09:32 AM

“

I had Mrs. Brown as my fourth grade teacher at St. Pat’s back in 1990. She was a
wonderful teacher and a very sweet woman. She will be greatly missed

Mike Mason - October 13, 2021 at 07:41 PM

“

Brown family - so sorry to hear of Mrs. Brown’s passing. So many great memories of
our folks cheering us on at the hundreds of sporting events the Homan-Brown kids
were involved in. She will be missed by all who knew her. Prayers to all. Amy Homan

Amy Homan - October 13, 2021 at 08:40 AM

“

I send my sincere sympathy to Rita's family in their loss. I was shedding some tears
at the loss of Rita and then laughed at myself because Rita is now dancing with the
angels while our Heavenly Father watches by-no tears needed for Rita! She is right
where she lived her life to be. I was the school secretary at St Ludmila School for five
years where I had the pleasure of working with Rita. My fondest memory of Rita was
her dedication to her mother. At the end of every school day, she would visit her
mother in the care center. I paid her a visit after my mother passed six years ago
because I wanted her to know that she was my inspiration-that I had wanted to be
the daughter that she had been, and I had indeed tried to visit my mother each day
always remembering Rita. My life is just another of the so very many that was
blessed by knowing Rita. Linda Peterson

Linda Peterson - October 13, 2021 at 05:46 AM

“

46 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 12, 2021 at 05:08 PM

“

Love The Parson Family purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family
of Rita (West) Brown.

Love The Parson Family - October 12, 2021 at 04:23 PM

“

Rita, Jerry, Nick and i spent many many hours at sporting events for our kids. We
also worked many hours for the Jefferson booster club as well as sporting events at
the YMCA and Cedar Hills events. Those were enjoyable years and we had many a
laugh while attending those events. My sincerest sympathies to the family.

Anne Homan - October 12, 2021 at 02:08 PM

“

God put Rita into my life 30 years ago when I first started teaching at St. Patrick's
School. She became a mentor and friend. We put in many late hours together. We
were fortunate to continue our careers at Holy Family: St. Ludmila Center. Rita
positively influenced every student and teacher she worked with. Her teaching skills
and spiritual influence were beyond measure. If you were troubled with a situation
she, in her calming way, could always help you see the positive side. Her smile was
like a warm hug. She was a blessing to all who knew her and hopefully we will feel
her presence even stronger now as she takes her place in Heaven. No soul has ever
been more prepared for meeting our Lord than Rita. My love and thanks to you
always, Rita.

Barb DeMeulenaere - October 12, 2021 at 01:10 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Rita (West) Brown.

October 12, 2021 at 10:43 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Rita (West) Brown.

October 12, 2021 at 10:25 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Rita's entire family. We were fortunate to
have gotten to know both her and Jerry as our daughters played basketball together.
So many good times together and from the sounds of things this must be a blessing
that she doesn't have to suffer anymore. Even though you will all miss her I am sure
you have many special memories to reflect on as the days go buy. God bless you all.
Bill & Donna Frese

Donna Frese - October 12, 2021 at 09:55 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Rita (West) Brown.

October 12, 2021 at 08:17 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Rita (West) Brown.

October 12, 2021 at 06:49 AM

“

I worked with Rita at St. Ludmila School when we became Holy Family. She truly
shared her faith with her students and us, her colleagues. I was inspired by her
unconditional love for God and humankind. Rita was not just an educator in the
basics and religion, she lead by a distinguished and humble example. May her light
always shine. My prayers to her family and friends who mourn her passing.

Crystal Thompson - October 11, 2021 at 07:36 PM

