Robert "Bob" L. Bromley
November 10, 1931 - May 2, 2020

Robert L., “Bob” Bromley enjoyed a wonderful Christian life until Saturday, May 2, 2020,
when he entered into eternal rest. Bob was born November 10, 1931, in Palo Alto,
California, the son of LeVan and Carol (Whitman) Bromley. He grew up in Palo Alto,
graduated from Palo Alto High School, Chapman College (Now Chapman University),
Orange, California and The University of Chicago Divinity School (Disciples Divinity
House).
Bob married Ruth Wilson Bromley and together they had four children. They later
divorced. On July 19, 1981, he married Ann Seibold Stewart at Jacksonville Christian
Church, Jacksonville, Illinois.
He was ordained in The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) on June 5, 1956, and also
later served churches in the United Church of Christ (UCC). He served churches in
Havana, Illinois; Sandoval, Illinois; Louisiana, Missouri; Peoria, Illinois; and Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. Bob was also the Director of Admissions at Eureka College early in his career and
served many Intentional Interims in Nebraska, Illinois, and Iowa.
Bob served on several social welfare boards throughout his ministry, including on antipoverty initiatives including CROP (Christian Rural Overseas Program) and developing
the first Head Start and Day Care program in the nation in Louisiana, Missouri. He wrote
curriculum for CE:SA, a multi-denominational curriculum project and was President of the
Congress of Disciples Clergy. One of the highlights of his career was being a police
chaplain in Lincoln, Nebraska. Bob was most recently Chairman of the Linn County Board
of Public Welfare, Chairman of the Democratic Caucus in Cedar Rapids for several years,
and involved in the Inter-Religious Council. Wherever he was, he considered community
involvement an important part of his ministry.
Bob and Ann travelled extensively to all 50 states and many destinations around the
world. They enjoyed tent camping early in their marriage, and later travelled nationally and
internationally with Farmers State Bank Connect Club/Silver Society. Bob was a member

of the Sierra Club and did several work projects in California and Utah.
One of Bob’s biggest enjoyments was playing flute and piccolo in his high school band
and being asked to play later in the Stanford Concert Band. He also was a voracious
reader, enjoyed theater, admired waterfalls, lighthouses, trains and loons. His cat, Antwan,
“Tony”, was his best friend for 18 years. Bob had a quick wit that was hard to keep up with.
Survivors include his wife, Ann; two daughters, Delores (Jim) Hasty of Clear Lake, Iowa,
and Jeannette (Kelly) Klaus of Clarksville, Tennessee; two sons, David (Heather) Bromley
of Great Mills, Maryland, and Tim (Jill Egizio) Bromley of Metamora, Illinois; grandchildren,
Kirk and Kyle Klaus, Alex Bromley, and Cameryn Bromley; great-grandchildren, Kynleigh
Klaus and Brooklyn Worley; Ann’s children and grandchildren, David (Amanda) Stewart,
Matthew and Meredith of Fort Wayne, Indiana and Christine (Ted) Bailey, Elijah, of
Galesburg, Illinois.
He was preceded in death by his parents and sister, Marie Bromley.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in Bob’s memory to the Building Fund of
Marion Christian Church at 1050 McGowan Blvd in Marion, Iowa, 52302, or to the Building
Fund of Hope United Church of Christ at 150 9th Avenue in Hiawatha, Iowa, 52233.
The family would like to express special appreciation to Unity Point Hospice and Home
Instead for their compassionate care at the end of Bob’s Life.
Due to state and federal guidance on gatherings due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
family will not be having public services at this time. A private family burial will be held at
Springdale Cemetery in Peoria, Illinois. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date at
Marion Christian Church, Marion, Iowa.

Comments

“

Ann, we're so sorry to see the news of Bob's death. He was a ftherapist, pastor,
friend, and most importantly a father figure to me during one of the worst times of my
life. He was a steady rock for Mom when Walt was dying and through all the
hospitalizations I went through while she worked for an unforgiving, souless
company. Bob baptized me and it was my true coming to Christ. Bob helped teach
me to drive in his precious Rabbit and I think that almost sent him to God's pearly
gates. Bob was an incredible human being and I think about him often. I loved the
pictures of you and him when he said the opening prayer for the Iowa Congress. He
looked so dashing and you looked so beautiful at his side. I desperately wanted to
reach through the computer for a hug. We'll miss him very much. We're sending you
hugs and prayers, Ann.

Heather and Diane Sharp-Keys - June 04 at 10:49 PM

“

Ann, so sorry to see in the Gazette of Bob's passing. My sympathies are with you
and yours. Did you see the obit of Marilyn just a few days ago?
Dorothy Blackburn (YounkersI)

Dorothy Blackburn - May 10 at 07:27 PM

“

Ann and Family.....I was saddened to read Bob's beautiful obituary but also grateful
for his wonderful full life. Ann, I have thought of you two so much as I have seen the
picture of the Cafe Du Monde in New Orleans many many times on TV this month.
There it was standing so stately on the corner and I even saw the chairs where we
sat. I reminisced our Farmer's State Bank trip with Bob and you and Don and I eating
those Beignets with powdered sugar dripping down our hands and arms and slurping
the hot cocoa and coffee. What wonderful memories. My heart goes out to you as I
know how much you will miss Bob but remember what a wonderful time you two had
together. Blessed are those cherished memories.
Hugs and Love Sandy Ochs

Sandy Ochs - May 08 at 12:03 PM

“

Bob was a great colleague in ministry. He welcomed me warmly to the city and to the
Disciples Cluster clergy group when I became pastor at Cedar Christian Church in
1989 and over the years we shared a lot in local and Regional ministry. Well done,
Bob, good and faithful servant of the Lord! May God be with you, Ann, to give you
peace and comfort in your time of sorrow.
Rev. Gary Sneller

Gary Sneller - May 06 at 12:29 PM

“

One of my best blessings in life, is Bob helping hire me, and helping to acquaint me
with my responsibilities at Marion Christian Church. We've had quite a few visits over
the years (Bob and Ann), and Bob has shared some of his most memorable
experiences in ministry.
My heart and prayers go out to your family, for your loss. May our Lord be of comfort
at this time, and forever more.
Rita Felker

Rita Felker - May 06 at 11:34 AM

“

Bob was a great pastor and will loved by all who new him, my love and prayers to
Ann and your family. He will be missed. `Nancy and Artie Wise

Nancy Wise - May 06 at 12:36 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you. Bob was one of Gods very special
children,and brought healing and joy to the people he came into contact with in every
activity that he was involved in.

Joyce Barrington - May 05 at 09:29 PM

“

Our family first met Bob when he came as the interim pastor at Hope UCC in
Hiawatha. I know he was a blessing to all. His guidance to the confirmation class
during that period was challenging at times but he was great. Even though we moved
many years ago he is remembered with fondness.

Connie Wright - May 05 at 07:22 PM

“

Ann & Family, We were sadden to see that Bob passed away. He was a great guy
and we enjoyed traveling with both of you and getting to know you. He always asked
me if I was going to perform on the trips we took. We enjoyed his sense of humor.
You have our sympathy and are in our thoughts. Bless you and your family! Dave &
Bonny Kayser

Dave & Bonny Kayser - May 05 at 02:58 PM

“

It was alot of fun traveling with Bob and Ann to New Mexico and New Orleans. Bob
truely loved seeing vintage trains.

Jan Kvach - May 05 at 11:54 AM

“

Bob was one of the first fellow clergy I met after coming to Cedar Rapids in 1984. We
collaborated on forming the Cedar Rapids Peace with Justice Network and a Peace
Celebration in 1986. Our friendship continued for many years afterward, as we both
attended the Intersections luncheons sponsored by the Interfaith Alliance of Iowa. My
condolences to Ann, who also usually attended the luncheons.

Jeremy Brigham - May 05 at 11:42 AM

“

Ann, my sympathy to you and your family for the loss of Bob. Take good care and
savor your memories. Linda Osmundson

Linda Osmundson - May 05 at 11:14 AM

