Ronald James Aschbrenner
July 18, 1942 - August 13, 2020

Ronald (Ron, Uncle Ronnie) James Aschbrenner, 78, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, died
peacefully surrounded by loved ones on Thursday, August 13, 2020. As he was listening
to his favorite song, “ I Can Only Imagine” he took his final breath and gave up his long
fight with cancer. A visitation will be held from 4 – 7 p.m. on Sunday at Murdoch Funeral
Home & Cremation Service in MARION. An outdoor funeral service with full military
honors will take place at 10:30 a.m. on Monday at Linwood Cemetery in Cedar Rapids.
Ron was born on July 18, 1942, in Sumner, Iowa, the son of Arthur and Elsie (Lemke)
Aschbrenner. He served in the United States military for over 25 years, with service in the
Navy, Naval Reserves, and the National Guard. Ron married Shirley Warnke on
November 22, 1963, in Sumner. He worked as a park ranger for Blackhawk County and
then moved to Morgan Creek Park in Cedar Rapids to work for Linn County Conservation.
Ron became a rural mail carrier for the United States Post Office and retired in the
summer of 2002.
Ron was an outdoorsman who enjoyed hunting, fishing, and metal detecting. He was a
member of the Izaak Walton League, the NRA, and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.
He also was a member of two car clubs and owned a 1929 Model A and a 1950 Pontiac.
Ron loved travelling, whether it was with his family, with Shirley, on military trips or disaster
relief, he enjoyed meeting new people and seeing new things and ventured to 6 different
continents. He was known for driving hours on vacation to see places like Ayers Rock,
Normandy Beach, the Alaska Highway, and various beaches and lighthouses. Ron’s
strong Christian faith was visible in all he did. He was a member of Concordia Lutheran
Church in Cedar Rapids, volunteered as an Elder and visited shut-ins. He also supported
Wycliffe’s Bible Ministry. Ron will be remembered for his sarcastic sense of humor and as
a kind and generous neighbor, loving husband, and devoted father.
Survivors include his wife of 56 years, Shirley Aschbrenner of Cedar Rapids; daughters,
Tania (Jim) Johnson of Cedar Rapids, Terese (Dave) Nelson of North Liberty, Iowa, and
Tiffany (Joel) Kercheval of Montezuma, Iowa; grandchildren, Kai and Cameron Johnson,

Jenna and Kelly Nelson, Joel, Laila and Analeece Kercheval; sister-in-law, Beverly
Aschbrenner of Moneta, Virginia; several nieces and one nephew.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Arthur and Elsie Aschbrenner; step-mother, Ella
Aschbrenner; brother, Milan Aschbrenner; sister, Lois Domke; and brother-in-law, Dale
Domke.
The family wants to thank the staff of Garnett Place of Cedar Rapids, especially his “drill
sergeant” Tina, who cared for him as her own. Also many thanks to the staff at the VA
Hospital for taking care of Ron and all veterans with the love and respect that they
deserve.
Because of Ron’s love of the outdoors and his service to the county parks, memorials may
be directed to Linn County Conservation.
Please share a memory of Ronald at http://www.murdochfuneralhome.com under obituarie
s. The family hopes that you will be able to attend the visitation or outdoor service to share
your stories. All guests are respectfully requested to wear a mask and practice social dista
ncing. Guests may feel free to bring a chair to the outdoor service.
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Comments

“

Shirley, I am so sorry to learn of your dear Ron's passing. It is so difficult to lose a
spouse. It leaves such a void in our life and heart. Ron was such a friendly, kind
person, showing a deep faith. He was always so willing and dependable working with
him throughout the many years we volunteered for the Wycliffe Bible Translation
banquets held here in Cedar Rapids. He will really be missed.
I pray our Lord will be your special comfort in the days ahead as you recall all the
wonderful times and memories you have had with him.
Nadene Roberts

Nadene Roberts - August 31, 2020 at 12:36 AM

“

My prayers and sympathies to Tania and the rest of the family. I was a classmate of
Tania’s starting in, I believe, Van Buren Elem., going through high school. I’m sorry
for your loss.

Belinda (Bloor) Mulshine - August 25, 2020 at 08:00 PM

“

Our heartfelt condolences go out Shirley and family.
I am so sorry to hear of Ronnie's passing. Ron and I go all the way back to our
formative years living in Sumner, Iowa. Ron used to live next door my grandmother.
We as kids would spend many fun hours together over the years growing up. Lots of
laughs!
I always looked forward to seeing Ron at Shirley's Wapsie Valley class of '61
reunions. We both would spend that time reminiscing about the years long gone, and
catching up on our lives.
Ron is now in a much better place with our Lord and Savior. RIP my old friend!

Dennis F. Yungtum
Waverly, Iowa
Dennis F. Yungtum - August 22, 2020 at 10:31 AM

“

Dear Shirley & Family, when I think of Ron, I remember a kind gentle soul who
always encourage your faith. So sorry for your loss. The Lord’s Comfort & Peace be
multiple more now than ever. David Obermier, Port Charlotte, FL.

David Obermier - August 16, 2020 at 10:04 AM

“

I’ve been thinking about Ron more and more and I remembered a couple more
things that we’ve done together. There for a while whenever there was a shrine
circus in Cedar Rapids we’d come down. And Ron would always kid me about hey
there’s a Shrine circus in Cedar Rapids are you coming down? Also he was in our
wedding which I can’t believe I didn’t remember the first time I posted. we used to go
to Blackhawk Park and Ron and I hunted for frogs and Ron and Shirley made us a
frog leg dinner

Duane Aschbrenner - August 15, 2020 at 05:47 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Ronald James Aschbrenner.

August 15, 2020 at 11:45 AM

“

Condolences to Shirley and the family. I remember Ron’s ready smile and fatherly
pride in his three girls.
Mary Sauser

Mary Sauser - August 15, 2020 at 10:48 AM

“

Years past we had a lot of fun with Ron and Shirley. We were in a 500 card club
together and did some camping at Clearlake. That was a long time ago we also met
up with Ron and Shirley in Florida a couple of times in the last few years sorry to see
him go Duane and Janett Aschbrenner

Duane Aschbrenner - August 15, 2020 at 10:18 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ronald James Aschbrenner.

August 15, 2020 at 12:46 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ronald James Aschbrenner.

August 14, 2020 at 06:28 PM

“

So sorry for your loss from the Olson Family in Elkader, Iowa

Melissa Olson Patrick - August 14, 2020 at 05:35 PM

“
“

Rest in peace cousin!
Arlan Braun - August 14, 2020 at 06:27 PM

Sympathy to the whole family our thoughts are with you at this sad time love Kerry fonz
Ebony Russell jonty Marley Zak and Ola and Lloyd Rowler your friends from down under
Australia
kerry taylor - August 14, 2020 at 07:48 PM

“

Aloha my second family. I feel all of your pain and want to wrap my arms around all of you!
Your Dad was a special man full of crazy ideas, mechanical projects and an amazing smile
.
i have the image of him walking on the beaches of Hawai'i wearing a snorkel and fins and
almost falling with each step. I hope he has his metal detector with him and combs every
inch of Heaven with it!
Me Ke Aloha Pumehana - all our love
Missy, Rich, Reece, Cade Kilbey
Missy Kilbey - August 15, 2020 at 12:54 AM

“

Till we meet again, cousin. Verena Herrin
Verena Herrin - August 15, 2020 at 07:30 AM

