Ronald C. Johnson
November 18, 1953 - April 28, 2021

Ronald C. Johnson, 67, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, died Wednesday, April 28, 2021, at
UnityPoint St. Luke’s Hospital, Cedar Rapids from complications associated with cancer
treatment. A Celebration of Life will take place at a later date. Murdoch-Linwood Funeral
Home & Cremation Service Cedar Rapids assisted the family.
Ron was born November 18, 1953, in Cedar Rapids, the son of Manfred and Charlotte
(Helm) Johnson. He graduated from Jefferson High School and the University of Iowa with
a BS in civil engineering. Later in life he went back to pursue his BA in business finance at
Mt. Mercy while achieving Summa cum laude and “Outstanding Economic Student of the
Year”. Ron married Nancy Koffron on May 17, 1980, in Cedar Rapids. He started his
career in business management with Fisher Controls in Marshalltown and spent several
years with Norand (aka Intermec) and Alliant Energy before retiring in 2016. In his
retirement, Ron enjoyed driving a school van for the Cedar Rapids School District. He
loved buying and selling antique radios and parts on Ebay as well as doing restoration and
repair. Ron always enjoyed his time with the guys at Karma Coffee Café in Hiawatha.
He is survived by his wife of 41 years, Nancy Johnson of Cedar Rapids; son, Brian
Andrew (Jessica) Johnson of Marion; granddaughter, Belle Stiers; grandson, Wyatt
Johnson; sister, Linda (John) Hecklsmiller of Cedar Rapids; as well as his best kitty,
Charlie and beloved dog, Toby.
The family would like to extend a special thank you to all of the doctors, nurses and staff
at St. Luke’s Hospital.
Memorials may be directed to the Cedar Valley Humane Society.

Comments

“

Ron was a good friend and colleague and I always enjoyed our conversations on
many topics, whatever we decided to talk about at the time. I will miss our breakfast
get-togethers. Deepest sympathies to Nancy, Brian, and family.
Darrell Williams

Darrell Williams - May 14 at 01:23 PM

“

Nancy - I'm so sorry to learn of Ron's passing. Always enjoyed seeing both of you at
the downtown Coffee Emporium. Sincerely, Glenda Dixon

Glenda Dixon - May 06 at 08:07 PM

“

We are so sorry Nancy! It’s tough to understand Ron being taken at such a young
age. Please let us know if we can help with anything at all. I will remember Ron as a
calm, peaceful and kind man, always putting others at ease around him and just a
genuinely nice guy that always had something interesting to share. We will continue
to pray for you and your family to get through this difficult time.
Gretchen and Shane Barske

Gretchen Barske - May 02 at 08:19 PM

“

Nancy I’m so saddened to hear of the loss of Ron. Please know I’m thinking of you
and sending hugs. You and your family are in my prayers.

Eric Kroeger - May 02 at 05:01 PM

“

It was either Thursday or Friday morning at 9:30 during the virus issues that we
gathered around the zoom lens, eager to hear what Ron's thoughts were. Cars,
zoom background stuff, helping Andy with his tech issues, the latest book he was
reading. Tried to get him interested in the good non-fiction books (Tom Clancy, Lee
Child, etc) but did not succeed. I first met Ron at Roosters - local coffee shop - when
I joined other friends exploring new coffee hangouts. There was Ron in his easy
chair, pulling out his lap top. It was easy to engage him in meaningful conversation.
Once again, it was cars that did it. I did not particularly like the coffee, but went back
as well as to other Cafe's just so I could chat -- and listen to Ron. Did not always
agree with his views, but agreed that we could not change the other's viewpoints. We
talked taxes as well, and those darn stimulus checks.
He always did his research and remember his "phone call" well. Thought something
was up (even considered his switching parties) but listening to him explain his current
issue I could tell he was reading up on his cancer. But deep down, I thought that
perhaps he did not realize how serious it was. He had a positive attitude and felt that
he was going to beat it - that was my impression. I texted encouragement and
wanted to call, but knew he was feeling "yucky".
His passing was a complete shock. It couldn't have been his time, but guess he was
needed elsewhere. A really good friend, who will be truly missed, not only at 9:30 but
throughout the rest of my life. Thanks for the good conversations my friend, and the
tips shared. Nancy & Brian, my deep and sincere condolences. May you be blessed
with the memories of a lifetime.
Don Boland

Don Boland - May 02 at 01:15 PM

“

Love, Jan and Dale Stepanek purchased the With Our Deepest Sympathy Gift
Basket for the family of Ronald C. Johnson.

Dale Stepanek - May 02 at 12:33 PM

“

RJ, RJ, RJ. I can’t believe this has happened to you my best friend of over 40 years.
We have the “ski trip” to Toronto to take, one of your favorite cities. It will never top
the one to Colorado and the bike ride down Pikes Peak or the Hell Boat trip with the
families to the Boundary Waters in Minnesota. Who will I talk to about cars? Who will
I talk to about politics (I can always get you going by saying something nice about
Trump). Who will I talk to about the latest book we are reading? You’ve been my
drinking buddy for ages although you have slowed down the last few years. We have
become just two old engineers (read nerds) who can talk about nothing and
everything for hours; I swear we bore our wives. We are not religious guys, but I think
we both have deep spirits and rich souls. I plan to keep talking to you if you don’t
mind because I know you are still there. Keep an eye on me like you always have.
Be the adult in my room and the calm voice of reason. Your example of lifelong
learning and development of the mind has long been an inspiration to me. I wish I
could love animals and children as much as you have. You are a very kind soul my
friend and you will be forever in my thoughts and memories. Keep a cold beer ready
for me come the day I will be joining you. It will be so good to see you again. Happy
trails to you forever my dear friend – Dale.

Dale Stepanek - May 02 at 12:11 PM

“

I was fortunate to have worked a number of years with Ron at Norand/Intermec. He
was respected by those he worked with because of his character, friendship,
thoughtfulness, service and quiet spirit. My deepest condolences to Nancy and the
family on your loss of a very fine man.
Tom M.

Tom Miller - May 01 at 01:23 AM

“

So many great memories of Ron. He was a devoted and hardworking employee and
a good and very thoughtful and kind friend for more years than I can count. I will miss
him. God Bless.

Betty Damisch - April 30 at 11:08 PM

“

Rest in peace buddy, your quick smile and fierce friendship be missed dearly.
Condolences and deepest sympathies to the family.
Kelly and Janet Ungs

Kelly Ungs - April 30 at 10:53 PM

“

We are so very sorry to hear about Ron's passing. What a wonderful person he was,
always kind and considerate! We enjoyed watching our sons grow up together.
Thinking back to a wonderful Air Show experience that Ron, David, Brian, Dan, and
Andy shared. He shared his love of cars with us, too. We will sincerely miss him; the
world needs more people like Ron! Our most profound condolences to Nancy, Brian,
and Jess.
--David and Julie Perez

Julie Perez - April 30 at 11:39 AM

“

Thank you Ron for being the best grandpa to both Belle and Wyatt. Your time with
our sweet little boy was cut far too short but I promise you, your memory will forever
live on in this household. We love you and miss you so much already.
Your proud daughter in law,
Jess

Jessica Johnson - April 30 at 11:11 AM

