Sara Jane Fishel
July 26, 1933 - December 6, 2020

Sara Jane (Bouslog) Fishel, 87, of Marion, Iowa, passed away on Sunday, December 6,
2020, at her home in Marion. A private family Memorial Service will be held on Thursday,
December 10, 2020, at Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service in Marion. A
livestream of the service may be accessed on the funeral home website tribute page
under “photos and videos or media”, starting at 11 a.m.
Sara was born July 26, 1933, in South English, Iowa, the daughter of Paul D. Bouslog and
Mary Moore Bouslog. She attended country school through fifth grade and sixth through
twelfth at Kinross Consolidated School, graduating as valedictorian. Sara played girls
basketball, was active in 4-H and participated in 4-H Leadership Seminars. She attended
the University of Iowa, graduating with honors, with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.
While attending college, Sara met and married Merle D. Fishel on March 15, 1952, eloping
to Missouri. Merle was an attorney in Cedar Rapids and Marion, Iowa for 41 years.
Sara Fishel was employed by St. Luke’s Hospital for 42 years. She was Director of the
Practical School of Nursing, Associate Director of the Registered Nursing School, and
Manager of Scheduling and Registration Services. Sara worked to bring support in many
different forms to those who needed it the most. She volunteered at the Community Free
Health Clinic and helped start the pharmacy program. Sara helped with the fundraising
campaign for Milestones of Marion. She was a board member for the Heritage Area
Agency on Aging, volunteered at the Marion Food Pantry, played a leadership role at the
Marion Library and for the development of Lowe Park. She served on advisory boards at
Linn County Social Services and United Way of East Central Iowa. Sara was appointed by
the Governor, and served 2 terms on the Board of Nursing, serving as Chairwoman. She
served on the Lutheran Family Services board and on committees for the U.S. Service
Academy, Marion/Cedar Rapids High Schools and Kirkwood Community College. Sara
was an organizer and someone who always got things done.
Sara also received many honors including the YWCA/Waypoint’s Women in Industry
Tribute, Marion Chamber of Commerce Winner’s Circle, and board member for the Quota

Club and PEO Chapter KJ.
She enjoyed playing Bridge, Mah-Jong, reading, cross stitching, gardening, and watching
sports, especially the Iowa Hawkeyes. Sara loved to cook and entertain at her farm house.
She will be remembered for her good food and excellent company. Sara was always
organized, a notorious list-maker, hard-working and passionate about people and life. She
will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved her.
Sara is survived by three sons and one daughter, Mark (Margo) Fishel, Matthew (Sharon)
Fishel, Amy (Randy) Olson, and M. Daniel Fishel; grandchildren, Adam (Annette)
Gregorich, Kirk Fishel, Chad Fishel, Andrew Olson, Rachel Olson, McKenna Fishel,
Mason Fishel, and Myles Fishel; an unofficial grandson, Zach Carlson; greatgrandchildren, Alex and Aurora Gregorich; one sister, Rosemary (Roger) Lyon; one
brother, Bill Bouslog; one sister-in-law, Joan Bouslog; and many nieces, nephews and
cousins.
She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Merle; brothers, David (Ruth)
Bouslog and John Bouslog; and grandson, Michael Fishel.
Memorials in Sara’s memory may be directed to the Community Health Free Clinic at 947
14th Avenue SE in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 52401; to the Marion Library at 1064 7th Avenue
in Marion, Iowa, 52302; or to Lowe Park, attention to Marion Parks and Recreation at
4500 10th Street in Marion, Iowa, 52302.

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 09, 2020 at 03:50 PM

“

So sorry to find Aunt Sara's obituary tonight. She was a wonderful person. Sending
all of my sympathy to her family.

Donna Livasy - March 07 at 11:52 PM

“

Sorry for your loss Dan.(Irvy Johnston)

Irv Johnston - December 11, 2020 at 12:36 AM

“

Dear Fishel Family, I met your mom and dad in a duplicate bridge group I played in
with my husband before he died but I got to know your mom best playing Mah Jongg.
We played every Sat. Night after your dad died if your mom was in town. Our group
was Betty Mae Kettelsen, Jean Hopp and me. Your mom was a wonderful person
and we had such good times. Even with all her accomplishments, she was most
proud of all of you. The service today was beautiful and a fitting tribute to your
mother. You captured her very well. Your mom was a kind, caring and thoughtful
person. I am fortunate to have had such a good friend. I will miss her dearly. You are
all in my thoughts and prayers. Mary Jane Brandes

Mary Jane Brandes - December 10, 2020 at 01:27 PM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Service

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 10, 2020 at 12:47 PM

“

A beautiful lady indeed. Prayers and hugs to Amy and family

Todd, Maria, Ellie & Caden - December 10, 2020 at 11:42 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Sara Jane Fishel.

December 09, 2020 at 05:49 PM

“

68 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 09, 2020 at 03:50 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Sara Jane Fishel.

December 09, 2020 at 12:55 PM

“

Mrs. Fishel was such a great mentor, teacher, nurse, when I was studying at St
Luke's, class of '59. She even noticed that I must be feeling the stress as a
freshman, of having 13 hours of studies at Coe plus the 12 hours of nursing classes
besides working 4 hour shifts on the floor, M-F, so she sent me 'home' one weekend
with no books to relax, even though a test was looming for me on Monday! I survived
and have been so blessed to have gone through my training when she was in
charge. I was able to travel with my Air Force husband, walk into any hospital, ask
where they needed me, and work in any department needed.
May the Lord fill the void in your lives, her family, with His comfort and love...
Carol (nee Walter) Schuldt <>< <>< <><

Carol (Walter) Schuldt - December 09, 2020 at 12:54 PM

“

I am so sorry to learn that Sara has passed away. I have known her since I was a
very little girl and remember first meeting her when she would visit the Groves, who
were her relatives and were also very close neighbors and friends of my family. Was
delighted in our older years to meet up with her again through some history groups
we belonged to and especially through bridge marathons. Loved playing cards with
her and also our occasional chats on the telephone when we talked history, old
times, recipes, family, and books. Loved her dry sense of humor, and we always had
each other laughing over something--obvious or subtle. I already really miss her, and
to all of her family, I send my sincerest sympathy.
Cindy Lundine

Cindy Lundine - December 08, 2020 at 11:23 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Sara Jane Fishel.

December 08, 2020 at 08:00 PM

“

My sympathies to Sara’s family. Sara was a role model for so many. I remember her
so well and visited with her many times as we spent time at St Luke’s and we’re
raised in SE IA. Visiting about friends and family in common. May your memories of
this kind and strong woman bring you peace!

Kathy Gretter - December 08, 2020 at 06:56 PM

“

Sara and I worked closely together at St Luke’s where I was the Director, Business
Services. I remember her as a hardworking, knowledgeable employee with loads of
excellent experience managing employees. She was very helpful to me in my job and
I especially enjoyed our discussion of bridge hands and techniques. Near the end of
my tenure, were in the process of converting management of Admitting Services
from the business office to nursing services, which because of her extensive
knowledge of nursing management made it so successful. Mike Rowray

Mike Rowray - December 08, 2020 at 05:21 PM

“

I played bridge with Sarah for many years and we always had a lot of fun!!! She was
an awesome bridge player!

Marcia J Bruggink - December 08, 2020 at 01:49 PM

“

I remember as Director of Practical Nursing. Nice Lady. Janet Class of 1970

Janet (Offerman)Spoerl - December 08, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

Delightful Dieffenbachia was purchased for the family of Sara Jane Fishel.

December 08, 2020 at 11:05 AM

“

Please accept my deepest sympathy in the loss of Sara. I graduated from the
Practical Program in 1983 and was inspired by Sara and the wonderful instructors in
the program (Mary Stearns, Genevieve Howell and Beverly Draves) to become a
clinical instructor. These women were hard-working, honest, caring and true
professionals with the highest of standards. I grew up at St. Luke's and would do it all
over again with Sara. I have tried to carry out everything I learned from Sara.
Malinda Poduska, MSN, RN
Assistant Professor of Nursing
Martin-Herold College of Nursing and Health
Mount Mercy University

Malinda Poduska - December 08, 2020 at 10:47 AM

“

Such a kind, steady, giving person -- a great and dependable friend to our mom
Bettymae Ketelsen who spent many good times with Sara and so often looked to her
for advice and understanding. Their generation shared a unique slice of Marion
history as it grew from a largely rural town to the bustling small city it is today. Sara
and Merle were an important part of that growth and transition. She was special
indeed.
Susan & Kim Ketelsen (brother of Jana Ketelsen Carson)

Kim Ketelsen - December 08, 2020 at 10:14 AM

“

Mark, Matt, Dan & Amy & Family,
Please accept my condolnces on the loss of your Mom. I had an opportunity to get to
know your Mom after I went to work with your Dad. She was lovely! I have enjoyed
the times I have run into her and Amy at our local eateries in recent years. God
Bless!
Carol J. Kirkley

Carol J Kirkley - December 08, 2020 at 08:24 AM

“

I’m so sorry to hear of Sara’s passing. What fun memories I have...playing bridge,
our group ski trip to Colorado, Sara’s yummy fried chicken, her smiles and her joy.
Sending much love to all family. I know she will be missed by many. With love and
sympathy....Rob and Beth Hampel

Beth Hampel - December 08, 2020 at 12:27 AM

