Shirley Mae (Post) Pantini
July 20, 1936 - March 11, 2021

Shirley Mae (Post) Pantini, 84, of Marion, Iowa, passed away on Thursday, March 11,
2021, at the Dennis & Donna Oldorf Hospice House of Mercy in Hiawatha, Iowa. The
family will greet friends from 4 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 16, 2021, at Murdoch Funeral
Home & Cremation Service in Marion. A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, March 17, 2021, at First Presbyterian Church in Marion, conducted by Pastor
Jim Langley and the Reverend Dr. Howard Chapman. Private burial will take place at a
later date at Oak Shade Cemetery in Marion. The family requests that those in attendance
wear casual attire to the visitation and funeral service. All guests are respectfully
requested to wear a face mask and practice social distancing. A livestream of the funeral
service may be accessed on the funeral home website tribute page for Shirley, under
“photos and videos or media,” starting at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, March 17, 2021.
Shirley was born on July 20, 1936, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the daughter of Eldon and
Margaret (Lassen) Post. She attended Marion High School and went on to receive her
degree at the Iowa State Teacher’s College (University of Northern Iowa) in Cedar Falls,
Iowa. She worked at Marion High School from 1958 to 1960, and Stuttgart-Ludwigsburg
American High School in Germany from 1960 to 1962. On August 18, 1962, Shirley was
united in marriage to Anthony J. “Tony” Pantini. She then began working for Jonathan
Dayton Regional High School in Springfield, New Jersey, until moving to Marion in 1967.
She returned to Marion High School, working until 1978, Linn-Mar High School from 1978
to 1990, and then was Curriculum Coordinator and Equity Coordinator at Linn-Mar, retiring
in 2000.
Shirley was a member of the Linn County Historical Commission, the Marion Civil Rights
Commission, the Iowa Department of Education Educational Equity Committee, the
University of Northern Iowa Alumni Association Board, and an elder at First Presbyterian
Church. Her honors include the Marion Independent Schools Hall of Fame and Linn-Mar
Community Schools Hall of Fame. The Shirley Pantini Equity Award is given each spring
to a deserving person at Linn-Mar.

Shirley is survived and lovingly remembered by her husband of 58 years, Anthony J.
“Tony” Pantini of Marion; four children, Andrew Pantini of Marion, Amy (Dwight) Hubbard
of San Jose, California, Wayne (Deb) Pantini of Creston, Iowa, and T.J. Pantini of Cedar
Rapids; two grandchildren, Sydney and Emma Pantini of Creston; sister, Barbara (Larry)
Jones of Sioux City, Iowa; and her beloved pets, Mickey and Minnie.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Eldon and Margaret Post; and daughter-inlaw, Lorilynne Pantini.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the First Presbyterian Church in Marion.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - March 15 at 01:06 PM

“

Hello- I would just like to say that Shirley was the best teacher I ever had at high
school. I am so grateful to you Shirley for your guidance and interest in myself and
my learning. You were truly inspirational.
I am sorry this has come late to the tribute wall but I am thinking of you all this year
and at this very sad time.
Nicola Woolf
UK AFS student with Shirley 1982-83 Linn Mar High School x

Nicola Woolf - October 31 at 04:39 PM

“

Shirley and I were classmates from kindergarten through high school, but I really
came to know her some forty-five years later when I reconnected with my
classmates. It was then, as she helped me with a book project over many years, that
I came to know and admire her intelligence, grace, wisdom, generosity, and courage.
These qualities enriched my life and efforts in many ways, and I know she has
similarly blessed many, many others. She will be missed, but she left us something to
nourish us.
As we think about what Shirley left us—what her message to us is—we can find
clues in the poem “Epitaph” by Merrit Malloy. Here are two stanzas from the poem:
When I die
Give what’s left of me away
To children
And old men that wait to die.
And if you need to cry,
Cry for your brother
Walking the street beside you.
And when you need me,
Put your arms
Around anyone
And give them
What you need to give me.
Dan Kellams

Dan Kellams - March 19 at 03:58 PM

“

I remember Shirley Post - as she was called then - from our days in the Marion High
School Band in the early 1950s. Shirley played first trombone, and was she good! I
never saw her again after those days, but it's clear from the many comments below
that she never stopped learning and growing and sharing her wonderful spirit with all
she came in contact with. I send my deepest sympathy to her family and many
friends.

Harvey Sollberger - March 19 at 12:02 AM

“

Shirley had the most amazing memory and vast knowledge of this area, as well as a
great many other things. I've never seen it close with anyone else my entire life. I first
knew her through both of us working for Linn-Mar School District. I so enjoyed her
coming to coffee chats through our church Zoom account weekdays. She is dearly
missed and will never be forgotten! Ruth Noth

Ruth Noth - March 17 at 06:56 PM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Service

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - March 17 at 05:57 PM

“

Just barely hearing the speakers and did not get the solo at the conclusion at
all................Shirley Parker
Shirley and Bob Parker - March 19 at 08:18 PM

“

Shirley Pantini was a wonderful friend! I met Shirley at UNI (Iowa State Teachers
College) when we were Juniors and Counselors for incoming Freshman. Our
counseling group has been meeting for a weekend together on the second week end
in July - except for 2020.. Will Shirley be missed? ---absolutely --- she taught us with
her words and by example. So my friends --- may each of us be kind and love one
another, understand the needs and help others and have faith the we will meet again
in heaven. By the way, God must be needing some extra help -- well-- HE called the
right person to come to HIS heavenly home. Thank you Shirley Post Pantini for
making this a better world for all - With love, Marlene Hill

Marlene L Hill - March 17 at 05:28 PM

“

My sincere condolences go out to the family of Mrs. Pantini. I graduated from Marion
High School in 1969 and Mrs. Pantini was one of my most favorite teachers. Her
classes were engaging and I honestly couldn't wait for the homework she would give
- homework that required thinking, reasoning, and reflection. She taught me how to
read and write critically - a skill that sustained me through college and two stints in
graduate school. I am so grateful to have known her and to have been shaped by the
learning experiences in her classroom. My thoughts and prayers are with family and
friends now and in the days to come.
Carol Tuthill Daly

Carol Daly - March 17 at 02:53 PM

“

It's hard to describe what a positive effect Shirley had on everyone that she touched.
She was truly one of a kind.

Jo Dillon - March 17 at 12:15 PM

“

Shirley was a dear friend of ours. We spent many good times at Marion Square
Gardens with her and Tony. We will miss her positive attitude and her willingness to
help wherever possible. What a great sense of humor she had! Our deepest
sympathy's to Tony and family. Paula, Larry, Heather, & Anna Bachman

Larry & Paula Bahman - March 16 at 08:05 PM

“

Will miss Shirley greatly. Many wonderful events at "Progressive Dinner's" and
playing "Dictionary". Tony, so sorry for your loss but we can share warm memories.
Dave and Paula Colton

David H Colton - March 16 at 01:25 PM

“

Shirley was a year behind me in high school but I remember her as a cheerful
considerate
person. My Sincere Sympathy to the family--Sondra (Burnett Cox) Knapp

Sondra Knapp - March 16 at 10:36 AM

“

I will always remember Shirley as a very special person whose thoughts and actions
provided knowledge, growth, encouragement, and insight into problem solving for all
of us. Peace and Love...

Norm Northup - March 16 at 04:27 AM

“

I met Shirley in September 1954 when we were both freshmen in Bartlett Hall at Iowa
State Teachers College. She lived next door and she was smart and funny and kind
and generous and a best friend. We were roommates our junior and senior years. I
was a bridesmaid when she married Tony (and one of the shorter people in the
wedding party!) Over the years we visited each others homes, knew each others
children and parents and went to weddings and anniversary celebrations and
funerals. Shirley and Tony were wonderful hosts; their home was always full of
laughter and hospitality and homemade food! Even when she faced difficult
challenges, she always was courageous, brave, strong and determined to overcome.
The smile on the picture with this obituary is the smile with which she welcomed
everyone. I grieve for her loss but I am so grateful for all the years I was privileged to
know and love her. She really was one in a million.
Until we met again. Love, Kare

Karalee McWhorter - March 16 at 12:42 AM

“

I remember Shirley as one of my teachers at Linn Mar, she always had a smile on
her face and really cared about her students. Sending prayers to her family and
friends.

Gretchen Barske - March 15 at 07:15 PM

“

My condolences to the entire Pantini family. I loved having Mrs. Pantini as one of my
high school teachers at Linn-Mar. I still remember her telling us that in college she
knew someone that put a nail in a bottle of Coca-Cola, left it there for a few days, and
the nail dissolved. She always made learning fun. I was privileged to also become
friends with Amy during high school. Years later it was nice to become reacquainted
with Shirley and also finally meet Tony at the Marion coffee shop where Shirley, Tony,
and my parents would often be. She was a wonderful lady and heaven has gained
another angel.

Cheryl Killham - March 15 at 07:07 PM

“

I met Shirley in my freshman year of high school in our home room, where she
introduced herself as Miss Post, saying “that’s Miss Post not FENCE! Our class was
devastated to learn she was not going to be sharing our senior year, rather she went
to teach in Germany. On graduation day for the class of 61, the guy in front of looked
at me (a part of that original home room) and said, “Man, I wish Miss Post could see
me now”. Shirley and I became friends (as opposed to teacher - student) in the late
sixties as members of Marion Mothers Club. It was her sense of humor in those days
that I remember most. We were laughing at each other when no one else was! Living
in California, seeing Shirley, when visiting Marion, lit up my day. She was a wonderful
mother, wife, educator and friend. A teacher who is remembered sixty years later for
her comments, dedication, and inspiration is remarkable. Writing this has been
difficult, as words, which usually come easily to me, are difficult to pin down in a
memorial to Shirley. There are so many and yet not enough to describe her and the
effect she had on so many lives. My love and condolences to Tony and the entire
family.

Deborah Fuller Dreckman - March 15 at 04:09 PM

“

My condolences to her family. I was a student of Miss Post (way back in time) at
Marion High School. The very fact that I can recall and remember her as a kind
teacher says all there is to be said. It is the great educators that stay vivid in
memories no matter the span of time. May your memories be a lasting treasure.

Narda Murphy - March 15 at 03:04 PM

“

118 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - March 15 at 12:30 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to all the Pantini family. Shirley was a special person and always
had a warm welcoming smile. I had the privilege of working with her for many years
at the Linn-Mar ESC.
Sylvia Copler

Sylvia Copler - March 15 at 11:06 AM

“

Mrs. Pantini was the best teacher I ever had. She was so nice. My father and I
moved to Marion in my senior year in 1976, and Mrs. Pantini was there to help me
get through that challenging year. May God bless her soul.

Ann Frasher - March 15 at 08:37 AM

“

Tony, I was privileged to have you and Shirley come to my window at the Marion Post
Office. I remember she told me years ago that she knew you were the one the first
time she met you...in New Jersey I seem to recall. I’ll be thinking of you and your
family Wednesday morning. Prayers.
Forrest Meyer

Forrest Meyer - March 14 at 08:53 PM

“

Carl and I had her as a teacher her first year at MHS. We have known Tony and
Shirley through church for decades. She was a true Christian in word and deed. She
will be missed. Love to all of her grieving family.

Lois and Carl Foster - March 14 at 06:55 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear this. My thoughts, prayers and condolences go out to her
family. Shirley was so open and available to everyone. I immediately recognized her
as an excellent teacher when I taught at MHS and we remained friends ever since. I
am going to miss her just knowing that she is gone. Yet I am still treasuring the times
we had together. I will never forget her infectious smile and attitude. She did not
deserve the physical ailments over the years and still remained positive about the
future. I always thought of Shirley as a mentor and one of the wisest people one
could ever know. She is leaving an empty spot in my heart. Rest is peace without
pain, Shirley.
Dale Pickering

Dale Pickering - March 14 at 04:43 PM

“

Dick and I are so sorry to hear of Shirley’s passing. She was an amazing woman that
I was privileged to work with over the years as a fellow educator. Most recently she
invited Dick & I to talk to her Sunday morning church group ( which we did about six
weeks ago) and we feel blessed that we were able to do so. Her smile always lit the
room and I know she will be greatly missed. Tony, we are in AZ or we would be at her
visitation. Please know our thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult
time.

Carol Lensing - March 14 at 02:29 PM

“

I had Mrs. Patini as a teacher at Marion High School. She was very supportive and
helpful. I will remember her with gratitude. Carole Andersen

Carole Andersen - March 14 at 01:31 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss Amy and family. Your mom will be missed.

Jodi achey - March 14 at 10:57 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Shirley Mae (Post) Pantini.

March 14 at 10:34 AM

“

Tony & Family,
Please accept my condolences on the loss of Shirley. I was fortunute to know Shirley
my entire life. I first met Shirley through her parents through the professional
relationship my parents had with her Dad. Consequently, I knew Shirley many years
before she became my teacher. I took government from her as a sophmore. She was
an outstanding educator and made so many contributions to our community through
her countless hours of volunteer work. I shall miss her! I will remember your family in
prayer.
Love,
Carol

Carol J Kirkley - March 14 at 10:13 AM

“

I was my privilege to know and work with Shirley. As an educator, she impacted
many students and fellow educators. I join with her family in celebrating her life. She
made a positive difference in the lives of many people with her contributions that
included professional expertise and personal awareness. We are better because she
was here.
Willliam C. Jacobson
Retired Marion Supterintendent

william Jacobson - March 14 at 09:51 AM

“

My Dear Friends Thinking of you all today. I worked with Shirley at J. C. Penney Co. in Cedar Rapids
and Shirley was my Maid of Honor at my wedding. We have been friends of the
Pantinis for years.
Sending love and condolences to Tony and the boys.....
Sincerely,
Joanie Peck and the Peck Family

Nancy Joan Peck - March 13 at 11:29 PM

“

Our sympathy to Shirley's family. Shirley was a model professional and mentor to
many. Her passing is a loss to us all.

Jay & Kathy Kacena - March 13 at 11:17 PM

“

My prayers are with you Tony and beloved children. Shirley was the dearest of
friends, the soul of light and love to all who knew her. We shared our early teaching
days, our faith, our deep love and commitment to our families and students. A light
has gone out for me. We would not grieve if we had not loved. Sarah Larson

Sarah Larson - March 13 at 09:20 PM

“

Linda Boston lit a candle in memory of Shirley Mae (Post) Pantini

Linda Boston - March 13 at 07:01 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Shirley Mae (Post) Pantini.

March 13 at 05:37 PM

“

Shirley and I were two of four coordinators at Linn-Mar Community School District in
1990. Shirley had taught at the high school for 30 1/2 years and she always made
sure everyone remembered the 1/2.
The four of us traveled to Vail Colorado in the summer of 1990 for a weeklong
workshop. That was my first opportunity to see the wisdom and intelligence that
Shirley possessed. Over the next three years that we worked together, I became
more convinced that Shirley was one of the best educators I had ever known. That is
still true 28 years later! Hugs to all who loved her and knew her — she will be sorely
missed!

Robert van Deusen - March 13 at 04:08 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Shirley Mae (Post)
Pantini.

March 13 at 11:30 AM

“

Mrs. Pantini was a passionate teacher who was dedicated in her job as a teacher.
Will never forget her as I had her as a teacher at Marion High School.
Gordon D. Howe

Gordon D, Howe - March 13 at 11:14 AM

“

I didn't know Shirley well, but whenever I saw her, she always had a big smile on her
face and was very friendly. I know she was a phenomenal educator and touched
many lives in her long career. Tony, my thoughts are with you at this sad time.

Bonnie Dodge - March 13 at 09:26 AM

“

To Tony and family, it is with great fondness that I remember Shirley and I am so
sorry for your loss of this beautiful and courageous wife and mother. She was an
amazing mentor and advocate for CTE as I entered into this field through the
development of Workplace Learning Connection. She was respected throughout the
state for her knowledge, expertise, and integrity of her program and she had a great
heart! I ask God’s peace for you all at this time and fond memories as you remember
her life with you.

MaryLou Erlacher - March 13 at 09:25 AM

“

Very, very saddened to hear of Shirley's passing. What an amazing woman?! Tony
and family, please accept our deepest sympathy on her passing and know that
others care. Hold her memories close as her spirit will be with you forever. Terry &
Carol Ebaugh

Terry Ebaugh - March 13 at 09:16 AM

“

We can shed a tear and then smile when we think of how Shirley met the good and
the trials of this life. We are privileged to have shared so much and to have been
there for each other. I will miss our day to day visits. With her many titles, I have
been blessed to call her “friend “. She made our world a better place...We will miss
her.
Many blessings,
Joyce and Harold Hutchins

Joyce Hutchins - March 13 at 09:00 AM

“

How fortunate were all of us who had Shirley in our lives? She was a born teacher!
She taught me about loving your husband, adoring your children, and being a true
professional in the public school system. Her smile lit up our days and we can only
hope she knew how much we appreciated her positive lessons.

Betty Donaldson - March 13 at 01:35 AM

“

Shirley was my teacher at Stuttgart American High School in Stuttgart, Germany. When we
began to have High School reunions, Shirley always attended. She became a life long
friend and mentor to many of us. Some how she always looked the same over the years,
our Beloved Shirley Post. I will miss you dear friend. RIP.
Ed Flanagan - March 13 at 08:37 AM

“

Miss Post was my psychology teacher at Stuttgart High School. When she introduced the
topic of pseudo-sciences, she analyzed the handwriting of each of her students. Her
comment about mine, "You have a conflict between your heart and your mind." For years I
carried those words and pondered their meaning. Many years later at a reunion, when
reminded, she remembered, and her explanation was poignant and touched my heart.
Shirley was a beacon who became an icon.
Trey Sayes - March 13 at 10:05 AM

“

Miss Post - as we knew her then_ made huge difference in many of or lives. Both during
our SHS/LHS years and after. It was amazing to know her as a contemporary. She had
sound advice to offer and a gentle friendship. I looked forward to seeing her every other
year all over the US. She and Toni were often the center of our group. What a brave
woman - her death leaves a hole in our hearts. Where ever you are, Miss Post, save a
place for us....it's bound to be good.
Mandy - March 13 at 11:13 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Shirley Mae (Post) Pantini.

March 12 at 11:07 PM

