Stephen Jay Martin
February 25, 1948 - April 27, 2022

Stephen Martin, 74, of Springville, Iowa, went to be with his Lord on Wednesday, April 27,
2022, from injuries sustained in a fall. Family will greet friends and family from 3:00 to 7:00
p.m. on Monday, May 2, 2022, at the Lynn Dunn Memorial Building at the Linn County Fair
Grounds in Central City, Iowa. A funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
May 3, 2022, at the Lynn Dunn Memorial Building, where an additional visitation will be
held one hour prior to the service. Pastor Jon Moss will officiate. Private family burial will
follow at Prairie Chapel Cemetery in rural Marion. Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation
Service of Marion is assisting the family.
Stephen Jay Martin was born February 25, 1948, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the son of Loyd
and Lois (Stephenson) Martin. He was baptized and confirmed at Prairie Chapel United
Methodist Church in Marion. Stephen was a proud member of the Prairie Union Wildcats
4-H Club. He attended and graduated from Linn-Mar High School in 1966. While there,
Stephen participated in many musicals and was an enforcer/benchwarmer on the
basketball team. After graduation, he enlisted in the Iowa National Guard and served six
years. After completing his service to his country, Stephen continued his lifelong passion
of farming.
Stephen married Karen Louise Gray on April 27, 1968, at Center Point Christian Church.
In 1971, they bought and moved to the current farm site and began their family.
Throughout his life, Stephen raised hogs, sheep, cattle, corn, beans, alfalfa, wheat, and
oats. He received many awards for his crop production including the Marion Jaycees
Young Farmer Award and yield production contests in the Better Crops Club. Stephen was
most proud of continuing his farming legacy with Albert as they cared for the land together.
His life of service to his community was evidenced by his involvement with the Linn
County Fair Board (49 years), Brown Township Mutual Insurance board (21 years), Linn
County Pork Producers, Linn County Soil Commissioner, Linn County Extension Council,
and Prairie Chapel UMC boards. Stephen was a proud member of the Prairie Chapel
Youth group and received UMW Special Mission Recognition pin in 1995. He was also a

member of the JI Case Collectors Association and the East Central Iowa 2 Cylinder Club,
even though he doesn’t own a John Deere.
Stephen was passionate about supporting local economy by visiting Sally’s on Broadway,
Hometown Market, the local Napa Auto Parts, Crowbar’s, and many others. He knew no
stranger, only friends he hadn’t met yet. He often introduced himself as “Steve Martin, A
Wild and Crazy Farmer.” He loved his tractor rides and was often traveling scenic eastern
Iowa, southern Wisconsin, and northern Illinois on his 530 Case. Stephen loved watching
his grandkids participate in their activities, no matter what it was or how far he had to
travel to see it happen.
During his time with the Linn County Fair Board, Stephen served on almost every
committee. He was instrumental in the development of the Lynn Dunn Memorial Building,
and in bringing the East Central Iowa 2 Cylinder Club to the fair. Kids Day at the Fair was
one of Stephen’s favorite days, and he loved hosting the grandstand artists and events.
He often could be found napping in various grandstands or cots during the fair.
Stephen is survived by his mother, Lois Martin; wife, Karen Martin; four children, Jeanna
(Erik) Lilleberg of Atwater Minnesota, Barbie (Jeremy) Waltz of Central City, Stephanie
(Patrick) Cory of Cedar Rapids, and Albert (Vicki) Martin of Springville; eleven
grandchildren, Lucas, Nicole and Hannah Lilleberg, Morgan and Jacob Waltz, Paul,
Jordyn and Kaycee Cory, Preston, Paige and Parker Martin; four siblings, Kathy (Tim)
Clemens, Daryl (Maria) Martin, Marcia (Jeff) Jordan, and David (Beth) Martin; and many
nieces, nephews, cousins, extended family members and dear friends.
He was preceded in death by his father, Loyd Martin; grandson, Ethan Lilleberg; nephew,
Chase Martin; and best friend, Lynn Dunn.
The family asks in lieu of flowers, memorials may be designated to the Stephen Martin
Memorial Fund, Heartland Bank & Trust, 325 Oakbrook Dr, Marion Iowa, 52302.
Memorials will be designated at a later time to continuing his legacy.
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Comments

“

I am sure when Stephen arrived at the Pearly Gates. he was met with the following
question. Your Name? So Stephen probably responded, Stephen Jay...
the Angel looked over the incoming list and turned back to say "MORT", welcome
home.
"Yes, there are Holsteins, Yorkshires, and lots of Case Tractors for you take care of."
And then when Stephen walked through the Pearly Gates, he looked up, to see the
Case Eagles sitting on each of their Globes, on top of the posts, he knew he had
arrived at the Right Place.
After all, he had been trained by the Best in Class, Grandpa Albert with the help of
Grandma. Lois and Loyd, with all his brothers and sisters who include one of my best
friends, Daryl.
Aided by his wife Karen, their Children, and Grandchildren.
Stephen also learned a lot from his 4-H Group, the Prarie Union Wildcats.
So get to work MORT, doing your eternal love career.
Oh, we all hope to be with you someday, to help with the work.
Thanks for being one of Linn County's and Iowa's agricultural leaders.
Rest, when you can, in Peace.
Roy and Debra Simonsen
Alpharetta, Georgia

Roy Simonsen - May 01 at 08:51 PM

“

I met Stephen 50 years ago when I helped bale hay for the Martin families. His
brother David was one of my best friends at Linn Mar. I liked Stephen from the get go
because he was my kind of guy... funny, friendly and always making people laugh.
He's the kind of guy I've always wanted to be like. I haven't lived in Iowa for 40 years
now but I'll always remember Stephen with a smile.
My heartfelt sympathy goes out to David and the entire Martin family. You should be
very proud to have had Stephen in your lives and in your family. I am quite sure he
touched many people's hearts the way he touched mine. He was awesome!
Duane Eichenberger

Duane Eichenberger - May 06 at 09:49 PM

“

Sincere sympathy to all the Martin family.
Especially to Lois...I visited with her & Steve recently at a Linn Mar ball game. Been
friends at Prairie Chapel for many years.

Sherry Murray, Marion - May 05 at 09:18 PM

“

I helped collect and count offerings each week at Prairie Chapel Church for many
years. Steve loved to trick me each time by folding his check in his own origami style.
He knew I would have to figure out how to unfold that check in a way that wouldn’t rip
it. He just loved to see me roll my eyes, with a heavy sigh, as the offering plate was
passed my way. I loved that he took the opportunity to find humor and create humor
all around him.

Barb Garlinghouse - May 03 at 09:27 PM

“

1 file added to the album Stephen Martin Funeral Service

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - May 03 at 04:42 PM

“

Thank you for the opportunity to see this funeral. It was well recorded and certainly helps
with closure. The Martins are a great family, it was ideal that the visitation and funeral could
be at the Linn Co Fair Grounds. Murdocks did a good job and I could watch it twice. - Jurine Borton Moore
Jurine Borton Moore - May 06 at 03:25 PM

“

To the Marten family, we are so sorry to hear of this unexpected loss of Stephen No
words can express how sorry we are for your loss. Im saddened that a year ago after
50 years of being away from Iowa I was unable to see him. Daryl had taken me to
see Stephen and all his accomplishments, but did not see him because he was at a
Event showing off one of his Antique Tractors. I thank you Karen for sharing some
stories of our Linn Mar years that day... God Speed Stephen..... Please accept our
heartfelt condolences.
Ken & Rose Roach Sun City West AZ..

Ken Roach - May 03 at 10:33 AM

“

He was a Wild n Crazy Farmer! The first time I ever met him that is exactly how he
introduced himself. I only knew these past few years with the fireworks for the fair but
it was evident how much he loved his community and his family and the fair. I am a
better man for being in his presence. My condolences. Bill

Bill Fratzke - May 02 at 09:12 PM

“

With love, Springville Girls Basketball purchased the Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet for
the family of Stephen Jay Martin.

With love, Springville Girls Basketball - May 02 at 12:19 PM

“

National Swine Registry purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Stephen Jay
Martin.

National Swine Registry - May 02 at 09:17 AM

“

To the entire Martin family,
What a shock to loose Steve as he was solely out standing in his field preparing for
another crop year. Our condolences, thoughts and prayers are with you at this
difficult time of closure. Steve’s smile was always there with a positive attitude for his
family, church, farming and friends. He made his mark on everything he did and will
be greatly missed by ALL who knew him as he maintained balance in each phase of
his life. Your abundant memories and the Martin blessings will easily be recalled with
a green candle as the entire family that bleed 4-H green with strong faith on the
Martin trail. Steve will keep the heavens involved and may Gods Peace be with each
of you, til we all meet again.
Respectfully, Jurine Borton Moore and Mashall
PS We will be donating to the Linn Co and Iowa 4-H Foundation in Steve’s memory.

Jurine Borton Moore - May 02 at 12:09 AM

“

Jon and I have so many fond memory of hanging with Steve and Karen and family at
all those track meets over the years, especially the State Track meets. All of you are
in our thoughts. He is looking over all of you and will always be with you. Jon & Treva

Treva Davis - May 01 at 12:22 PM

“

When he made his first trip to the hay auction in Dyersville many years ago I checked
him in and we hit it off. what a great man who had such a positive outlook and loved
his son very much.. That smile and laugh was priceless

Dale Leslein - April 30 at 09:31 PM

“

Class act of a wonderful person and family man. May the memories help the family
they this hard time

Mary Huntoon - April 30 at 06:38 PM

“

Sypmathies to the Martin family as you grieve Stephen's death. What a loss to the
community. I always enjoyed seeing and visiting with Steve at fair events. He was
always so positive and made such a great impact on the fair industry. Laura Freese
Morine

Laura Freese Morine - April 30 at 06:28 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Stephen Jay Martin.

April 30 at 04:58 PM

“

This is a very sad day for 1966 Linn-Mar graduates.

Ellen Thuesen - April 30 at 04:40 PM

“

Nutech Seed Family purchased the Treasured Lilies Spray for the family of Stephen
Jay Martin.

Nutech Seed Family - April 30 at 02:04 PM

“

I had the gracious privilege of serving Prairie Chapel as my first full-time appointment
out of seminary. My wife, family, and I felt as if we were the adopted family of the
Martin family. Steve was a man of simple true faith who was someone you could
always depend on for the true positive side of a situation. He had a God-given vision
ability that always saw the brighter side of a problem. My prayer is that when he
stood at the gate where Saint Peter is stationed, Saint Peter called to Jesus and
said, "That wild and crazy farmer you've been watching and waiting for is now here".
Rest well, friend.
Much love to all of you.
Pastor Dave and Pastor Annette, Sarah, Sam, and Scott Kruse (87-91)

Rev. David L. Kruse - April 30 at 02:01 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Stephen Jay Martin.

April 30 at 11:59 AM

“

I too started kindergarten with Steve and went to school with him through graduation.
In addition to the "good buddies club" there were the "muskies" who liked to wear the
matching shirts sewn and given to them by Steve's Mom, Lois. We had many good
times at "Mort's" farm. One I recall involved riding on upside down hog feeder lids
chained together and being towed by Mort driving the tractor in ever tightening circles
on icy fields. Occupants of the last lid were prone to ejection! Steve will be sorely
missed, prayers and condolences to his family.
Jim Dunlap

J Dunlap - April 30 at 11:08 AM

“

There was never a time when I saw Stephan that he didn’t make me laugh. He could
brighten your worst day. He will be greatly missed. God bless

John Olinger - April 30 at 10:23 AM

“

Shirley (Mitchell) Feickert lit a candle in memory of Stephen Jay Martin

Shirley (Mitchell) Feickert - April 30 at 09:50 AM

“

Steve brightened up our day every time you or he walked in the door-he was a great
man to do business with and a genuinely fun, nice person--he will sadly missed by so
many.
Please know our prayers and thoughts are with you all.
The Welters

The Welters - April 30 at 09:44 AM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of Stephen Jay Martin.

April 30 at 02:29 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Steve Passing I would always greet him with That Wild and Crazy
Guy when ever I would meet him or when he came in the parts stores when I worked
at them in Central City. Seems like he always had a smile and always very friendly.
Prayers to the family I sure he will greatly missed.

Terry Shaffer - April 29 at 11:38 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Steve’s accident and subsequent passing. Our
connection to the Martin family comes through Steve, Lois and Cathy and, of course,
the Linn Co. Fair. We send our most sincere sympathy to the whole family as you
face the difficult days ahead. We pray for the peace and comfort that only God can
give.
Sincerely,
Joyce and Harold Hutchins

Joyve and Harold Hutchins - April 29 at 11:31 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Stephen Jay Martin.

April 29 at 10:14 PM

“

1 file added to the album WMT Tractorcade

Jim Greif - April 29 at 08:58 PM

“

I remember your dad and family so fondly--mostly from visiting one another's hog
farms, watching our dads talk hogs and the Linn County fair. He was always so
sweet!! I remember him teasing me relentlessly!! I pray that you all feel the love of
our Lord as he walks with you through this season in life.

Sharon (Moore) Jacob - April 29 at 08:15 PM

“

Steve and I started kindergarten together and went to school together until
graduation. I remember our years together in elementary when we were a member of
an elite group known as “the good buddies club”. We had a lot fun together during
those years at Marion Rural community schools and then Linn Mar High School.
When Steve was around everyone had fun. His quick wit was phenomenal. He will
be missed. Our prayers for his family.

David Price - April 29 at 07:33 PM

“

Steve was always such a happy addition to the Linn County Fair. We always looked
forward to his positive attitude when we were at the fair. His family and ours have
known each other for over 70 years and we appreciate the association.

Rick Worcester - April 29 at 07:18 PM

