Steve Schmidt
May 29, 1947 - December 20, 2020

Steve Schmidt, 73, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, died Sunday, December 20, 2020 at his home,
family by his side.
Born May 29, 1947, near White Plains, New York, the son of Robert and Elizabeth
(Creedon) Schmidt, Steve’s family, just six short weeks after his birth, moved back to Terre
Haute, Indiana to be nearer to family. Steve spent his early childhood in Indiana, growing
up with his maternal grandmother, several aunts and uncles and many cousins who were
not only family but became his best friends and confidants. One cousin remembers,
“When we were children, we would swing on my swing set in the back yard, and Steve
would imitate the most realistic airplane noises. I was very impressed.”
During his sophomore year in high school, Steve’s family moved from Indianapolis to
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where Steve attended Regis high school and played varsity
basketball. Upon graduation from Regis in 1965, Steve accepted a full scholarship to play
basketball and attend Upper Iowa University. Later, he also briefly attended Indiana State
University. However, with a life-long passion for aviation, Steve soon decided college was
not his path and instead enlisted in the Air Force, serving honorably from 1966-1968.
After his enlistment, Steve continued to pursue his passion for aviation. Quickly earning all
of his civilian pilot ratings, Steve became a flight instructor in Iowa City and later flew
professionally as a corporate pilot for several companies. A born salesman, however,
Steve’s career in aviation ultimately led him to selling corporate jets, where his client list
was a veritable “who’s who” of business leaders and celebrity entertainers.
After retiring in 2007, Steve returned to Cedar Rapids to be near his aging parents. During
this time he rekindled many past friendships from high school and beyond. It was also at
this time that he met Teri Core. Steve and Teri married on September 26, 2009. A third
marriage for Steve, he liked to smile and shrug and say, “I finally found someone who
would put up with me.” They remained happily and passionately married until his death.

Steve was preceded in death by his parents, Bob and Betty Schmidt.
He is survived by many co-pilots and cousins, sons and a daughter, business partners and
life partners, a wife and ex-wives, teammates and friends, lovers and rivals, clients and
coworkers, doctors and nurses, neighbors and bartenders, dogs, fish, one parakeet, and
one mother-in-law, all of whom will miss him terribly.
As per his wishes Steve has been cremated, and there will be no services held at this
time.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Hospice of Mercy in care of the Mercy
Medical Center Foundation at 701 10th Street SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 52403.

Cemetery
Cedar Memorial Park Cemetery
4200 1st Avenue NE
Cedar Rapids, IA, 52402

Comments

“

Teri, we are sorry to hear of Steves passing, we have such great memories . You and
Steve and the laughter , the fun and all the friends. Maybe you knew , but Steve and
I caught up talking at the bar,after he moved back, and I realized he 'looked like the
neighbor on C-ave, when I was growing up. As we talked, he stated he grew up w/
my brother and attended Regis with my brother. , and wow, a light bulb moment.. he
had not changed , and then later after that conversation...... you came along , and he
was so happy and I so remember your joy!!. You took such great care of him as he
needed and I saw the great times, too,... God Speed to Steve. Take care my friend,
Beth and Dave Barta

Beth Barta - December 28, 2020 at 08:27 PM

“

1 file added to the album Photos & videos

Orville McInroy - December 27, 2020 at 02:34 PM

“

1 file added to the album Photos & videos

Orville McInroy - December 27, 2020 at 02:32 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Steve will be remembered as a great story teller with a joyful
laugh. Thoughts and prayers for you all, Kim Krejci Aarhus

Kim Krejci Aarhus - December 25, 2020 at 05:26 AM

“

Teri and family: So sorry to hear about Steve's passing. We have great memories of
our gatherings over the years and all of the fun we had. He is no longer suffering, so
that is a blessing. He will be missed. Hugs to you, Bert and Jon McCright

Roberta McCright - December 23, 2020 at 12:15 PM

“

No more wise cracks yelled at me across the neighbors lawn. No more arguments over
anything, that he never let me win. No more solving world problems. OMG I'm going to
miss my neighbor Steve. His deep thoat chuckle. All of us sitting out by the pond in the
summer. Teri, I am so glad you has those last few weeks to say goodbye. So few get that,
so few have a love that you and Steve shared. The two of you were very private so not
many were fortunate enough to see it in your lives. In the marriage vows it says, "till death
do us part", I was witness to what that really means.
Kate Graham - December 25, 2020 at 02:54 PM

“

I was Steves Flight Instructor in Iowa City, He and I and another student,Jim Schrier,
became great friends. We would fly during the day and play at night. They were both great
students and great pilots. In the pictures above I had gotten a company flying job in Ill.so
we had a going away party.
Steve was one of a kind, just a great person to be around.
Orville McInroy
Orville McInroy - December 27, 2020 at 03:00 PM

