Tammy Dee-Vaverka
September 27, 1963 - May 5, 2021

Tammy Dee-Vaverka, 57, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, died Wednesday, May 5, 2021. A
visitation will be held from 3 – 6 p.m. on Friday, May 14, 2021, at The Legacy Center at
Murdoch-Linwood in Cedar Rapids. All guests are respectfully requested to wear a mask
and practice social distancing.
Tammy was born on September 27, 1963, in Waukon, Iowa, the daughter of Gene and
JoAnn (Lier) Dee. In 1992, she was united in marriage to James “Jim” Vaverka. Tammy
worked at Doc & Eddie’s (which she managed with her brother for several years) and then
worked at Collins Community Credit Union for 21 years until her retirement in December
2020. She loved Harley Davidsons and the Raiders. Tammy was an animal lover,
especially her Rottweiler, Buddy. As her brothers said, Tammy was the toughest woman
you’d ever meet, but with the purest heart of gold you could find. She will be loved and
missed by many.
Survivors include her husband, Jim Vaverka; parents, Gene and JoAnn Dee; brothers,
Duane (Jim) Dee-Bentley, Chad (Lisa) Dee, Brad (Tiffany) Dee, and Matt (Alicia) Dee;
sisters-in-law, Mary Brown, Diane Baker, Denise Gillespie, Jackie Achenbach, and their
spouses and families; many aunts, uncles, cousins, extended family members, and many
friends; special friend, Denese Gillen; and special dog companion, Buddy.
She was preceded in death by her grandparents, Joe and Cora Lier, and Clarence and
Hazel Dee.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the family.
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Visitation

03:00PM - 06:00PM

Legacy Center at Murdoch-Linwood
520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, US, 52404

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - May 10, 2021 at 12:40 PM

“

“

A beautiful tribute.Rip Tammy
K-Lea Simonsen - May 14, 2021 at 03:50 PM

The first time I met Tammy she was with my little brother Jimmy at the ICU where his
father had been taken after he had a major stroke. Jimmy was shook up to say the
least. She told him Look Vavaverka, she couldn't pronounce his last name or she got
his total attention by mispronouncing it as he was really confused. She continued,
you get your shit together because I know they have places for people like you here
and by the time I get done with you, you Will need to go to the place here they have
for people like you. Needless to say Tammy knew just what to say and just how to
say it to get Jimmy's mind to digest and react to the situation at hand. She never
sugar coated shit, shit is still shit even with sugar. I was blessed to have had Tammy
as my sister in law. She was a teddy bear wrapped in barbwire. She let Jimmy into
her golden heart past the barbwire and they had a love for each other that only death
could part. Tammy I will miss you forever, remember your kindness always and I
thank you for being the love of my brothers life, my sister in law and the best aunt my
kids could ever have. We Love You And Miss You. Rest In Peace My Dear Lady until
we meet again...

Cathy Siders - May 14, 2021 at 07:23 PM

“

So sorry to see that Tammy has passed away. Sympathy to the family. She was a fun
gal to be around at Doc & Eddy's.
Don & Judy from Cedar Rapids Billiards

Don & Judy - May 14, 2021 at 06:59 PM

“

Tammy was a very well educated and extremely well educated. He was a no BS
woman. And I am forever grateful to have her presents in my life.
The best memory of her is every memory I have I have of her.
She is an amazing person. And she is deeply missed.
I thank her for everything she ever gave me. And I'm so blessed to have her in my
life. Thank you Tammy for everything. You are a no BS person but still a major part in
every one life. Thank you.

Dee - May 14, 2021 at 04:00 PM

“

45 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - May 10, 2021 at 12:28 PM

“

Tammy was one of a kind. It was a pleasure working with Tammy for many years. I
appreciated her support, knowledge, and kind heart. Wishing her family my deepest
sympathies. Karen Swalley

Karen Swalley - May 08, 2021 at 12:52 PM

“

Dorothy Downs lit a candle in memory of Tammy Dee-Vaverka

Dorothy Downs - May 08, 2021 at 06:39 AM

“

Tammy will be greatly missed, my sister Tracy and I (Dorothy) send our deepest
sympathies to our large family! Give Mom (Pamela Dee) a huge hug from all of us.
Rest easy pretty lady, till we see one another again love Dorothy Downs

Dorothy Downs - May 08, 2021 at 06:35 AM

“

So many memories of Tammy I don't even know where to begin. My heart hurts. I
love you Tammy Dee.
Love to the family, Duane, Jim, Chad, Brad, Mom. I'm so sorry

pamm davis - May 07, 2021 at 04:26 PM

“

Where do I even begin or decide which memory to share. From the days of cruising
1st Ave, parties at Trista's boathouse, or playing hackey sac down at Ellis Park. Then
all the memories of Bullicek's, South side, Doc and Eddie's, Merry-go-round, Tycoon,
and not to ever forget Oliver's!!! Always a great time with Tammy. You knew you were
always going to get a straight answer, never sugar coated, like it or not. Tammy was
like a M&M. Hard on the outside, but for those of us lucky enough to get close to her,
saw the soft inner loving side. Even though our paths in life went different directions
as we got older, the times we met for lunch, or at special events, or just out and
about we picked up just like always. I will forever cherish these memories and
continue to think of Tammy often. My heart breaks for Jim, Joann, Gene, Duane,
Chad, Brad, and her whole family and friends. Heaven definitely gained a true
gem/angel. RIP MY FRIEND, Until we meet again!!

Anne Ruffridge - May 07, 2021 at 02:30 PM

“

Will miss you tons sis until we meet again!

Tiffany Hamblin Dee - May 07, 2021 at 12:25 PM

“

Becci Karr lit a candle in memory of Tammy Dee-Vaverka

Becci Karr - May 07, 2021 at 11:29 AM

“

Pam Rusk lit a candle in memory of Tammy Dee-Vaverka

Pam Rusk - May 07, 2021 at 10:12 AM

“

I remember the day Tammy started at CCCU.
She was scared to death, because she never really worked with computers. She was
afraid if she input something wrong it would crash the system. At that time we had to
use a series of coding to pull up information on our members account. Not like today
where you just point and click. Once she got the hang of our computer systems, I
taught her to balance our members checkbooks, how to watch for fraud and pay
special attention to our older members who may become victims of fraud or elder
abuse. She always faced any obstacles that were in her way as a challenge, just like
she did with her life. She was very caring to our members and employees. If she felt
something was wrong, she did not hesitate to voice her opinion. She was always
watching out for others, just as she did with her brothers. We became good friends
and remained friends after I retired. She will certainly be missed by many, but will
always be loved by all that touched her path.
Julie & Leigh Haug

Julie Haug - May 07, 2021 at 09:27 AM

