Terri Ellen McNiel
October 29, 1960 - January 15, 2021

Terri Ellen McNiel, 60, of Papillion, Nebraska, formerly of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, passed
peacefully, January 15, 2021, after a 5-year battle with breast cancer. A visitation will be
held from 4 – 7 p.m. on Friday, January 29, 2021, at The Legacy Center at MurdochLinwood in Cedar Rapids. Private family burial will take place at Linwood Cemetery in
Cedar Rapids. All guests are respectfully requested to wear a mask and practice social
distancing.
She was born October 29, 1960, at Sartori Hospital, Cedar Falls, Iowa, firstborn of William
and Judith (Terry) McNiel. Her pre-school years were in Harlan, Iowa, and Wayne,
Nebraska. She finished her schooling at Jefferson High School. where she was a J-Hawk
Mat Maid. She was married to John Thomas Zehr in August, 1987. They later divorced.
She graduated from Iowa State University in 1989 with a BS in elementary education. She
spent the next 25 years with Omaha Public Schools, teaching at Saratoga and Prairie
Wind. She was devoted to teaching and loved her students. Teaching was her life. Terri
enjoyed gardening and decorating her home. She never passed up a garage sale, thrift
shop, or an interesting rock. She was supported and loved by longtime partner, Sherrard
Wiese of Papillion, Nebraska.
She is survived by Parents, William and Judith; Sister, Kelly Ann (Heath Ayers); Nephew,
William Ellis; Uncle, Robert (JoAnn) McNiel, all of Cedar Rapids; Uncle, Phil (Patty) Terry,
Underwood, IA; Cousins, Molly (Michael), Stephanie (Chris), Jessica, Rachel (Chris), Joel;
Partner, Sherrard Wiese and his family Tom (Marcy), Miranda, Caitlin, Michelle Bauer,
Jennifer Margheim, and William Wiese; and her furry friend, Jack.
She was preceded by Grandparents, Harold and Laura May (Miller) Terry, Mickey and
Nora (Snodgrass) McNiel; and Uncle, Harlyn A. Terry.
Terri loved life and teaching. She moved through life listening to her own drummer with her
own song. In her memory, think kind thoughts, plant a flower, or rescue a lost animal.
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Comments

“

Bill, Judy, Kelly and family,
Our deepest sympathy to you in the loss of Terri. She was a very unique person. As
a J-Hawk Mat Maid with Terri at Jefferson high school, we had so much fun,
especially during the state wrestling tournament. Terri definitely lived by the beat of
her own drum and she will be missed.
Pam Allen and the Allen family

Pam Allen - January 28, 2021 at 07:43 PM

“

Dear Bill and Judy,
So very sorry to hear that your dear daughter has passed. Our sympathies to you
both, Kelly and Will. It is a blessing to know that Terri carried on your legacy & love of
teaching.
May God be near your hearts,
John and Nancy Sadler

John and Nancy Sadler - January 27, 2021 at 10:12 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Terri Ellen McNiel.

January 26, 2021 at 07:14 PM

“

Dear Judy and Bill,
Our love to you.
Love, Julie and Tom Sadler

Julie Sadler - January 26, 2021 at 07:12 PM

“

We will deeply miss Terri's smile, laughter, and sense of humor. We wish you (Bill,
Judy, and Kelly) peace and comfort.

Uncle Bob and Jo McNiel - January 26, 2021 at 03:13 PM

“

“

Uncle Bob and Aunt Jo McNiel
Uncle Bob and Jo McNiel - January 26, 2021 at 03:14 PM

Terri was a good friend of mine in school. I am so sorry to hear of her passing. My
thoughts and prayers are with your family.
Lori (Hochstetler) Meyer

Lori Meyer - January 26, 2021 at 02:09 PM

“

Bill and Judy,
So sorry to hear of the passing of your daughter. Sounds like she gave a very strong
fight which is a testament to the McNiel family bond and reputation. Tough to bury
your children. Peace be with you and God Bless.

Layne McDowell - January 25, 2021 at 05:21 PM

“

To the McNiel Family,
You have our deepest condolences. You are in our hearts and prayers. Think of all of
the good times. She will be missed.
Les, Diane, and Joey Santee

LESLIE R SANTEE - January 25, 2021 at 11:11 AM

“

Mr and Mrs McNiel and Family, I’ve been sending good thoughts of peace and
kindness your way since hearing of Terri’s passing. It sounds like she is in a more
peaceful place now after her recent struggles.

mike chapman - January 25, 2021 at 08:15 AM

“

Judy and Bill - I can not fathom the heart-break. May the memories of her dancing to
her own drum bring you comfort in knowing that she lived the life where her music
took her. See you both soon.

Sharron McElmeel - January 25, 2021 at 12:02 AM

“

Our condolences on the loss of your daughter. Our prayers and thoughts are with
you.
Wayne and Judy Kinney

Judy Kinney - January 24, 2021 at 04:39 PM

“

Bill, Judy and Kelly:
Please accept my condolences on your loss. It is never easy losing someone you
love. Hold on to those memories, continue to hear her voice and don’t ever stop
talking to her. She is with you always. I hope that comfort and peace come to you. I
know that she will truly be missed.
May God bless all of you.
Jim Voss

James Voss - January 24, 2021 at 09:20 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to Terri's family. Terri was way too young. I remember Terri
most from grade and middle school at Cleveland and Roosevelt. I have many fond
memories of our Bluebird and Campfire group and meetings at her house with her
mom as leader. The group meant a lot to me at a difficult time for me. Terri always
was a leader and strong willed. Others looked up to her and wanted to be like her.
She was very proud of her dad as the Jefferson wrestling coach. I do hope that the
family can cherish her many memories.
Prayers to all,
Deb (Overmann) Schebler

Deborah Schebler - January 22, 2021 at 08:57 AM

