Velma Joyce Lawrance
October 20, 1926 - July 5, 2020

Velma Joyce (Fanning) Lawrance, 93, of Marion, Iowa, passed away on Sunday, July 5,
2020, at Northbrook Manor Care Center in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. In agreement with her
wishes, cremation has taken place. A Memorial Service will be held at 10:30 a.m. on
Friday, July 10, 2020, at Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service, in Marion with
Reverend Gary Brouwers officiating. Inurnment will follow at Cedar Memorial Park
Cemetery, Cedar Rapids. All guests are respectfully encouraged to wear a mask and
practice social distancing.
Velma was born on October 30, 1926, in Nemaha, Iowa, to George and Vinnie (Roberts)
Fanning. She attended country schools before graduating from high school in Humboldt,
Iowa, and went on to study one year at Cornell College and two years at the University of
Iowa. On July 28, 1946, Velma was united in marriage to George Lawrance in Iowa City.
To this union, six children were born. For 23 years, Velma worked as a nurse at St. Luke’s
Hospital. She was the proud owner of the Nimble Thimble Quilt Shop. Velma was a
member of Peace Christian Reformed Church in Cedar Rapids. She also enjoyed
membership with the Iowa State Quilt Guild, East Iowa Heirloom Quilters, and was a past
member of the Marion Mothers Club. Velma always enjoyed having a cup of coffee with
family and friends, and teaching others how to quilt. Of course, she never went anywhere
without some quilting or crocheting in hand. Velma will be greatly missed by all who knew
and loved her.
She is survived and lovingly remembered by her children, Bill (Elisa) Lawrance of
Phoenix, Arizona, Jean (Norm) Grimm of Marion, Janet Spencer of El Paso, Texas, and
Judy (Terry) Hull, Kathy Lawrance, and Debbie Mullen all of Cedar Rapids; ten
grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren; four great-great-grandchildren; and several nieces,
nephews and cousins.
Velma was preceded in death by her parents; husband, George; two sons-in-law, Jim
Spencer and John Mullen; two grandsons, D.J. Miell and Jacob Lawrance Tate; and two
brothers and one sister.

Memorials in Velma’s name may be directed to Peace Christian Reformed Church.
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Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - July 10 at 06:21 PM

“

In the early 90s, I lived across the street from Velma and her shop. She was such a
good neighbor and mentor to this young newlywed. She taught me how to quilt and
introduced me to the delicacy of ground cherries fresh from her backyard. She
always spoke about her family with obvious love, and I remember her bus trips to
visit them, packing a suitcase and her sewing machine. She was a true model of
humor, grace, common sense and dedication - a real iron fist in a velvet glove. I
remember her advising me you have to sew through your finger, if you get it caught
in the sewing machine, just like pushing a fish hook all the way through. And more
than once, she told me to "Put a nickel in it", if she thought I was dawdling over my
project. And, yes, I saw her stick out her tongue a few times. Thanks, Velma, for your
kindness and wisdom shared!

Becky Briggs - July 09 at 11:52 AM

“

Glad to be able to watch the live stream. Regret not being able to attend. As I was best
friends with Janet, I got to stay overnight at the Lawrence house many times with Velma
always doing something when I was there. I learned to eat peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches when we got hungry. Once Janet and I ate almost a half a loaf of just plain
bread. Janet and I made the longest gum wrapper chain together. We played our
instruments together, Janet on clarinet and myself on flute when we could stop laughing.
Velma was an amazing mother and was so kind to my mother who was much older than
her.
They had their coffee together. I later admired Velma as a Grandmother and she was a role
model for me even with just one visit when she was babysitting. My condolences go to the
entire family.
Jan Worcester - July 10 at 05:53 PM

“

1 file added to the album June 1981

Bill Lawrance - July 09 at 10:52 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Greg Fanning - July 07 at 10:05 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Greg Fanning - July 07 at 09:47 PM

“

Elisa S. purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of Velma Joyce
Lawrance.

Elisa S. - July 07 at 03:11 PM

“

From : Joyce Fanning, Jeff, Greg and Doug purchased the Lavender Reflections
Spray for the family of Velma Joyce Lawrance.

From : Joyce Fanning, Jeff, Greg and Doug - July 07 at 01:59 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Velma Joyce Lawrance.

July 07 at 01:22 PM

“

So sorry to learn of Velma's passing. I remember working with her many years ago
now on 3West the weekend night shift. She was a very nice lady and good nurse. my
thoughts an prayers are with you all. Pat Schultz

Patricia Schultz - July 07 at 12:24 PM

“

I am sorry. Velma and I worked together in ICU at St. Lukes. She was a good nurse
and teammate. She made interesting bread in the autoclave. I cherish the memories.
Nedra Hanken

Nedra Hanken - July 07 at 08:56 AM

“

Bread in an autoclave??? Now there's a story I'm sure!
Molly - July 07 at 09:04 PM

“

I loved every minute I spent with Velma and her daughters! Sitting in her kitchen,
going through her supply room or joining her on a retreat. She will be greatly missed!
Thinking of your family at this time!!!

Jennifer Smith - July 07 at 12:16 AM

“

Candace and Dick Horch purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family
of Velma Joyce Lawrance.

Candace and Dick Horch - July 06 at 08:11 PM

“

My visits with Velma these past few years were an incredible blessing to me. My
Mama always spoke such loving words about her cousin and her Aunt Vinnie, and
we connected as soon as we met. I admired her independence and her strength and
her creativity. She was an inspiration and I truly loved my time with her. My heart
aches with this hole she filled after my Mama passed, but I look forward to seeing her
again one day. My prayers are with all of her children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren. Candace Horch

Candace Wilber Horch - July 06 at 08:03 PM

“

I send my deepest sympathy to Velma's family at her passing. Although I've not seen
her for a few years, I always enjoyed visiting with her at guild meetings and quilt
shows. We first met when the EIHQ guild was established many many years ago. I
will remember her smile, her spunk and the quilt pattern she shared with me. May
she rest in peace.
Dawn Eckrich, Iowa City

Dawn Eckrich - July 06 at 06:22 PM

“

To all of Velma's family: Words can't really express the depth of our love for Velma,
George and so many of you over the years. Velma blessed the Dykema family for
over 40 years. She was feisty, sassy, fun-loving, caring, and creative. She loved Earl
& Betty and they so appreciated their friendship with her. Rich remembers her
passion for others to know about Christ's love, and her deep love for her family. Faye
was always being "run over" by Velma when she had her walker or being punched in
the arm. She continued the "loving torture" to the third generaiton with Dee and
Velma's sticking-out-their-tongue matches. Oh Velma, you have been such a
blessing and touched so many lives!! You will be greatly missed.
She didn't stay no when I asked her to help with Pastor Gary's installation service,
but readily accepted.
One of the amazing memories was heading over to lunch with George and Velma,
having her wonderful fried chicken, and then asking her for a tatting pattern. Velma
would dig through the stacks and stacks of material and paper everywhere. She
knew exactly where to look. She gave me a beautiful tatted bookmark that her mom
made and I treasure. I wonder how many mittens, caps, and quilts she made over
the years? Hugs to all of you! Celebrate and cherish her smiles and laughter. God's
blessing ~ Rich & Faye Dykema

Faye Dykema - July 06 at 04:25 PM

“

Sympathies to all, lost a good one!!
So glad we were able to attend her 90th birthday celebration and reconnect with her, Jean,
and Bill
Hilda & Carl Machula - July 08 at 11:09 AM

