William David Wallace
April 23, 1930 - October 9, 2020

William “Bill” David Wallace, 90, of Manchester, Iowa, passed away due to complications
from Covid-19 on Friday, October 9, 2020, at the Good Neighbor Home in Manchester. A
private family graveside service will be held on Saturday, October 17, 2020, at Oakland
Cemetery in Manchester with Military Honors provided by the United States Air Force and
Masonic Honors. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. Bohnenkamp-Murdoch
Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Manchester, is assisting the family.
Bill was born on April 23, 1930, in Detroit, Michigan, the son of Walter “Wally” and Bertha
“Birdie” (Gray) Wallace. He graduated from Manchester High School, and attended the
University of Iowa. He was a member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity. Bill served in
the United States Air Force during the Korean War. In 1957, he married the love of his life
Constance “Connie” Joan Burke. Together they had two children Dana and David.
Unfortunately their marriage ended in 1968. In 1986, he married Karen Klaus.
Bill, along with his brother and father, owned and operated Wallace’s, Inc., a General
Motors and John Deere dealership for over 40 years. He also farmed and raised black
angus cattle with his son, David. Bill was a proud member of the Masonic Lodge #165 of
Manchester, Scottish Rite, El Kahir Shrine, Manchester Lions Club and The Jaycees. His
favorite Shrine activity was driving the area children and their families up and back to their
appointments at the Shriners Hospital in Minneapolis, spending many hours waiting and
getting to know the families. He also loved driving and riding the Shriners fire truck in
many parades around N.E Iowa. He served his community quietly, wanting no accolades,
and did many good deeds anonymously.
Bill loved flying and was one of the earliest private licensed pilots in the Manchester area
along with his wife, Connie, who was the first woman in Manchester to be a licensed pilot.
He loved to hunt and especially loved his fishing trips to Canada with all his friends. Bill
was an adamant Iowa fan, who never missed a chance to watch his beloved Hawkeyes.
Bill is survived and lovingly remembered by daughter, Dana Wallace; son, David (Lori)

Wallace of Waverly, Iowa; grandchildren, Sarah (Chidi) Ewelike, Burke, Jack, Daniel and
Allison Wallace; great-grandsons, Silas and Sawyer Ewelike; and his brother, Larry (Judi)
Wallace of Port St Lucie, Florida.
Bill was preceded in death by his parents, his first wife Connie and his second wife, Karen.
Memorials in Bill’s memory may be directed to the Shriner's Transportation Fund or
Masonic Lodge #165 of Manchester Iowa.

Cemetery
Oakland Cemetery
1223 N. Franklin St.
Manchester, IA, 52057

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 13, 2020 at 03:19 PM

“

Bill was such a big part of my growing up in Manchester since our parents Wally and
Bertie and Bill and Irma Van Vlack were special friends. His first wife lead me into
nursing and of course Karen was a neighborhood friend and one of my special group
of friends in High School. Manchester has lost a truly devoted man. Another link lost
to my memories of Manchester. Rest in peace Bill.

Linda Van Vlack Stoenner - October 17, 2020 at 12:33 PM

“

I have many wonderful memories of Bill. I worked at Wallaces for 5 years and he was
a great boss and I learned much from him, his father Walter and his brother Larry. My
deepest sympathy to his family.

Mary Pasker - October 16, 2020 at 03:38 PM

“

My Dad (Jack Light) I think always had a good time hanging around with Bill and
Larry at the dealership. He also had a lot of fun fishing with Walter. The Wallace
family were good friends. Although I haven’t seen Bill in about 20 years, whenever I
think of my Dad, I also think of the Wallace and Bennett Families. Great memories!

Gene Light - October 14, 2020 at 10:20 AM

“

I am so sorry to read of Bill's passing!! He was a good, friendly and fun man!!
Donna Andreessen

Donna Andreessen - October 13, 2020 at 09:08 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Bill's passing, he was a true gentleman, and a great friend. I will
always cherish the memories of fishing trips to Wabakimi, Iowa games, and picnics in
the pasture. Pat Dolan

Patrick Dolan - October 12, 2020 at 10:11 AM

“

Bill was a decent, loyal, caring friend as well as a giving member of his community. I will
remember his easy smile.
Jean Lind - October 12, 2020 at 04:19 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Bill's passing. My mother was a classmate and has shared memories of
Bill from high school, always very fond of him. Thoughts and prayers to all.
Michelle Hoefer - October 13, 2020 at 09:54 AM

“
“

Bill was a great guy -so sorry for your loss
Twyla Detrich - October 13, 2020 at 11:30 AM

Bill became a friend from the time Deb and I moved to Manchester many years ago, and
was my sponsor in joining the Masonic Lodge, and much more. I will be forever grateful for
not only that, but the comfortable time we spent together. So sad Bill is gone, but hoping
his warmth and that GREAT Bill Wallace smile will live with me forever! RIP buddy.
Gordy Goettsch
Gordy Goettsch - October 13, 2020 at 08:49 PM

“

Dana,
I'm so sorry for the loss of your father. May you find comfort in the many memories you
have.
Ellen Nystel - October 13, 2020 at 08:59 PM

“

Bill was an amazing gentleman....good neighbor, community service & so giving &
caring...big, huge friendly smile....Well Done Good & Faithful Servant!!!
Cheryl Stufflebeam - October 14, 2020 at 12:25 PM

“

Bill was one of my childhood heroes. As an adult, I had an opportunity to see that there
was no reason at all to take him off that list. His warmth and giving nature were evident to
anyone he met. It was always a pleasure to be with him.
My wife Karen and I wish to tell you that we are so sorry for your loss. We’ll miss him, too.
Phil & Karen Strathman
Phil Strathman - October 15, 2020 at 04:24 PM

“

Thank you from our family, Cheryl, for your kind thoughts and remembrances. He will be
missed.
Dana Wallace - October 22, 2020 at 11:46 AM

“

Phil, such a wonderful tribute to our father. Thank you so much - he was our hero as well
and led, not with words, but example.
Dana Wallace - October 22, 2020 at 11:48 AM

